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hub East Central News
INVESTING IN OUR COMMUNITIES
Our unique strategic development
fund continues to deliver value for
local communities, so far enabling
over £2.6 million of development
and feasibility work, which has
transformed initial concepts into real
project opportunities.
This programme of investment and support for
Participants is unique and has boosted 31 projects
since its inception, some of which would otherwise
not have been possible.
So far this year, there are eight projects moving
forward under the programme with a total value of
£96 million.

DUNFERMLINE PROJECT IS ‘BEST BUILDING IN SCOTLAND’
Dunfermline Carnegie Library and Galleries was
named the Best Building in Scotland 2017 by the Royal
Incorporation of Architects at the end of the year.
Richard Murphy Architects accepted the Andrew Doolan
prize after the building was chosen from a shortlist of 12
projects.
Built by BAM Construction, the new £12.4 million facility
brings an impressive new focal point to the Heritage
Quarter and the wider town centre.
It is the third award for the project, which earlier this
year won ‘Building of the Year’ and the ‘Large Project’
category awards from the Edinburgh Architectural
Society.
Gary Bushnell, Chief Executive of hub East Central
Scotland, said: “We are extremely proud to have
delivered such a vibrant facility in the heart of the
community. It supports the regeneration of Dunfermline
and is bringing new visitors to the town.”
Work started in December 2014 and Fife Council
committed £8.25 million to the project, along with £2.8
million from the Heritage Lottery Fund and £1 million
from the Carnegie Dunfermline Trust.
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GROUND BROKEN AT BERTHA PARK
Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary
for Education and Skills, John Swinney
MSP, performed a turf-cutting ceremony
to mark the official start of works to build
a new secondary school at Bertha Park in
Perth, which will open in August 2019.
Bertha Park High School will be the first additional
secondary school to be built in Perth and Kinross since
1972.
Mr Swinney said: “Bertha Park marks the 100th school
in our £1.8bn Schools for the Future programme
and I am very pleased to get work underway on this
milestone project.”
The project forms part of Perth & Kinross Council’s
ongoing capital programme of school upgrades and
improvements, working in partnership with hub East
Central Scotland to enhance the environment for
learning and teaching across the area.

RECENT OPENINGS
FORFAR COMMUNITY
CAMPUS
Forfar Community Campus was officially
declared open as Angus Depute
Provost Colin Brown was joined by one
of the school’s younger pupils, firstyear Stephen Langdon, in revealing
the ceremonial plaque in front of an
audience that included invited
dignitaries, guests and pupils.
The Community Campus accommodates Forfar
Academy, Angusalive and the Council’s communities
team, along with Dundee and Angus College and the
wider community.
The campus boasts an impressive range of facilities for
the community, including a 25m, six-lane swimming
pool, a studio pool with a movable depth floor, a
double main games hall, gymnasium, a 50-station
fitness suite, dance studios, sauna and steam room,
a squash court, grass seven-a-side pitches and two
full-size football pitches (one grass, one floodlit and
synthetic), and a floodlit MUGA (multi-use games area)
pitch, which includes three tennis courts.
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RECENT OPENINGS

CARRONGRANGE
ADDITIONAL SUPPORT
NEEDS SCHOOL, FALKIRK
Scotland’s newest Additional Support Needs School
(ASN), Carrongrange High School in Grangemouth, was
opened by Deputy First Minister and Cabinet Secretary
for Education and Skills, John Swinney.
Offering places for up to 190 secondary pupils, the new
school incorporates some of the most advanced design
features and support equipment for ASN pupils. The
new build sits in the existing grounds of Moray Primary
School, covers approximately 6050 square metres, and
is a replacement for the current Carrongrange School in
Larbert.
The school was built by Ogilvie at a cost of £18m.
Construction started in February 2016 and was
completed in July 2017, with the first pupils admitted
in August 2017. It is part of the Scottish Government’s
£1.8bn Schools for the Future programme.

PERTH THEATRE
The £16.6 million transformation
of Perth’s historic theatre was
completed in November, just in time
for the first performance of Aladdin in
the festive panto season.
As well as restoration of the original
Edwardian B-listed auditorium to its
former glory, the project included the
adjacent construction of a threestorey extension. A new 200-seat
studio has been created, along with
increased workshop spaces for
community projects and creative learning.
Gwilym Gibbons, chief executive of Horsecross Arts, the creative
organisation behind Perth Theatre and Perth Concert Hall said:
“The Perth Theatre transformation has secured the future of one
of Scotland’s most historic and culturally significant landmarks
for many generations to enjoy. We are immensely proud of the
achievement.
I would like to thank everyone involved in the process – our
partners at Perth & Kinross Council, funders the Gannochy Trust,
Creative Scotland, the Heritage Lottery Fund and other trusts,
foundations and individuals, as well as our architects, suppliers
and contractors and all who have worked on this amazing building.
I would like to thank our staff for their hard work and commitment
over the many years of the project and I know that I speak for all
of us when I say how much we are all looking forward to giving the
theatre back to its real owners – the people of Perth!”
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MILESTONES REACHED AT STIRLING CARE VILLAGE

Work on the new £35 million Stirling Care
Village reached two important milestones
with topping out ceremonies for the
Primary and Urgent Care Centre as well as
the new Care Hub facility.
Representatives from NHS Forth Valley, Stirling Council,
the Scottish Ambulance Services, Forth Valley College,
hub East Central Scotland and Robertson Construction
were on hand at mark the achievements at both events.

The last solar panels were slotted into place on the roof
of the Primary and Urgent Care Centre. The centre will
provide more modern, spacious accommodation for
Minor Injuries and X-ray facilities as well as GP out-ofhours and local practice services.
Final roof tiles were laid on the new Care Hub building,
which will have more than 100 beds and will provide
short-term care, assessment or rehabilitation for older
people who require additional support following an
illness or operation.
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and Constitution, Derek
Mackay, was given a guided tour of the replacement
for Baldragon Academy in Dundee as the £28.7 million
project nears completion.
Mr Mackay said: “Investment in education is an
investment in the future of Scotland’s young people, and
the Government is delighted to have contributed £19.5m
through Scotland’s Schools for the Future Programme
towards these new state-of-the-art facilities at Baldragon
Academy. This fantastic new school will provide pupils
with the environment and equipment necessary to reach
their potential and realise their ambitions.”
Pupils will move into the new Baldragon Academy in
February.

PROMOTION FOR MHAIRI
Mhairi Turnbull has been
promoted to Operations Manager.
She joined the hub team last year
as an assistant project manager
under the company’s skill
development programme.
Mhairi is also the final stage
of her postgraduate degree in
Construction Project Management
at Heriot Watt University.
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